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Section A: Language                         (15 marks) 

A) Fill in the blanks with a suitable word from the box below. Use capital letters when needed (5 marks) 

never back since now there 

nearby around frequently yesterday Everywhere 

 

I couldn’t find my mobile (1) _____________________. I searched (2) _________________________ I 

could think of – in my room, in the kitchen, in the bathroom, even on the roof. I even went (3) 

________________ to school because I thought I might have forgotten it (4) ____________________. 

So when I returned home I decided to phone my mobile. I tried to be really quiet so I could hear it; 

hoping it would be somewhere (5) __________________ . You are never going to guess where it was! 

It was in the fridge!!!! I (6) __________________ misplace my mobile, but I have (7) 

__________________ put it in the fridge. (8) __________________ the incident, my friends call me 

fridge phone. (9) _________________ I know to not leave my phone lying (10) 

____________________. 

B) Fill in the blanks with a preposition from the box below. Use capital letters when needed.(5 marks) 

in during at while on 

until before since after for 

 

I have been living here (1) __________________ 1993. Up (2) ____________________ now I have 

changed homes three times. I have been living in my current home (3) ____________________ two 

years. (4) __________________ I came to Gozo, I used to live in the USA. It was quite a difficult move 

to make (5) __________________ I was growing up. I remember it was really difficult to adjust to living 

here in Gozo (6) __________________ the first few months. However, it got much easier (7) 

__________________ all our things arrived from the States. I have to admit, living (8) 

____________________ an island isn’t so bad. (9) _____________________ times, (10) 

______________________ winter, it gets really quiet, but overall I can’t really complain. 

C) Use the correct tense of the verb in brackets to complete the passage extracted from a diary. (5 

marks) 

Saturday, February 6, 2016 

Today (1) ______________________ (be) Saturday. Yesterday, I (2) ______________________ (have) 

the time of my life!  My friends and I (3) _____________________________ (go) to a pub in Malta and 

did lots of other things too. Even though it (4) ____________________________ (rain) for most of the 
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day, we still managed (5) _________________________ (enjoy) ourselves greatly. We (6) 

_________________________ (plan) this outing about a month before. Now, we (7) 

____________________________ (plan) a similar outing for next month. I can’t (8) 

_________________________ (wait)! But first things first, since I (9) ___________________ (not / do) 

much yesterday, I (10) ________________________ (have) lots to do today! It’s time to get up and 

start getting things done so that I can cross them off my ‘to do’ list. 

 

Section B: Reading Comprehension                                       (20 marks) 

1. Underline whether the statement is True or False.                              (4marks) 

True   False   Snails like the taste of the saliva and glue found on envelopes. 

True   False   Snails are also referred to as slimy creatures in the passage. 

True   False   Post Office workers were only finding one or two snails in the post box. 

True   False The Post Office workers have managed to fix the snail problem by installing draught 

excluders. 

 

2. Underline the correct answer                                           (4marks) 

a) The snail problem in the post boxes was seen first in (London, Devon, Devon and Cornwall) 

b) There were (lots of, very little, a few) snails found in the post boxes. 

c) The person who came up with the idea of using a draught excluder was (Mr Potts, Tony 

Gilbert, Devon) 

d) A draught excluder is made from (plastic, horse hair, human hair) bristles.   

 

3. What were the snails doing to the letters in the post box? Mention 3 actions.           (3 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. a) (i) Do the British like snails?                   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    (ii) Quote a 5 word phrase to support your answer.                 (1 mark) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

b) (i) Do the British like to eat snails?                   (1 mark) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

    (ii) Quote part of a sentence containing 10 words to support your answer.              (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What 2 items do snails usually attack?                  (1 mark) 

(i)_________________________________ (ii)______________________________________ 
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6. What are the four human conditions that snail poison could possibly help with?          (4 marks) 

(i)__________________________________  (ii) _________________________________ 

(iii) ________________________________  (iv) ________________________________ 

 

Section C: Unseen Poem                                                                                                                         (10 marks)

        

‘Mummy, oh Mummy, what’s this pollution  The fields will be littered with plastics and tins, 

 that everyone’s talking about?’   The streams will be covered with foam. 

 ‘Pollution’s the mess that the country is in,  Now throw those soda bottles over the *hedge, 

 that we’d all be far better without!   save us from carrying them home.’ 

 

 It’s factories *belching their fumes in the air, ‘But Mummy, oh Mummy, if I throw the bottles, 

 and the beaches all covered with tar;  won’t that be polluting?!?’ 

 now throw all those sweet wrappers into the bushes     ‘Nonsense! That isn’t the same thing at all. 

 before we get into the car.’     Pollution is something that other people do.’ 

 

 ‘Mummy, oh Mummy, what’s going to happen *belching = burping 

 if all the pollution goes on?’     *hedge = bushes that grow close together to 

 ‘Well all the world will end up like a junk-yard,       and seem to form a wall. 

 with all of its treasures quite gone.         
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1. Underline the best title for the poem:                  (1 mark) 

a) Pollution and its harmful effects 

b) Mummy, oh Mummy 

c) Factories that cause pollution 

 

2. (i) How many people are speaking in the poem?                 (1 mark) 

(ii) Who are they? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. The poet makes use of a figure of speech in: “Its factories belching their fumes in the air,”.               

(2 marks) 

(i) Name the figure of speech used in the line above. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) Explain what the poet actually means. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. (i) Underline the figure of speech found in: “Well all the world will end up like a junk-yard,”.              

(2marks) 

a) Alliteration 

b) Metaphor 

c) Simile 

(ii) Give an example (of your own) of this same figure of speech. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Give 2 examples of what the word “treasures” in line 12 could be referring to.                      (2 marks) 

(i) ________________________________  (ii) _________________________________ 
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6. Fill in the blanks with one of the following words from the table below; two of them will not be 

used.                     (2 marks) 

irresponsibility responsibility environment preventing atmosphere people 

 

There are two themes in this poem; first that pollution has harmful effects on the 

_______________________.  Secondly, many __________________ think that 

_______________________ pollution is the _______________  of others. 

 

Section D: Unseen Prose                              (10 marks) 

There are two rich kids in our form - Sandra Morris and Ben Fox. They are both snobs. They think they 
are too good for the rest of us. Both of them are quiet - they keep to themselves. I guess they don't 
want to mix with the ruffians like me. 
 
Ben Fox always wears expensive gym shoes and the latest fashions. He thinks he is good-looking with 
his blue eyes and blonde hair. He is a real poser. Sandra Morris is the same; and she knows it - blue 
eyes and blonde hair too, skin like silk. Why do some kids get the best of everything? 
 
Anyway, today Boffin is bringing along his latest invention – a lie detector. Sandra Morris is the victim. 
What she doesn't know is that Boffin and I are going to ask her some very embarrassing questions. He 
switches on the machine and a little needle swings into the middle of the dial. Boffin starts off with a 
trial question to see if the machine works, and it does. 
 
I ask my first question. 'Have you ever kissed Ben Fox?' 
Sandra goes red. Ben Fox goes red. I have got them this time. I am sure they have something going 
between them. I will expose them. 
'No,' says Sandra. Everyone cranes their neck to see what the lie detector says. The needle points to 
TRUTH. 
This is not what I expected.  
'Have you ever held his hand?' 
Again she says, 'No.' And the needle says TRUTH. I am starting to feel guilty.  
I try another question. 'Are you in love?' I ask. 
A red flush starts to crawl up her neck. I am feeling really mean now. Fox is blushing like a sunset. 
‘Yes,' she says. The needle points to TRUTH. 
I decide to put Sandra and Ben out of their agony. I won't actually name him. I'll spare her that.  
'Is he in this room?' I say. 
She looks at the red Ben Fox. 'Yes,' she says. The needle points to TRUTH. 
'Has he got blue eyes?' I ask. 
'No,' she says. 
'Brown?' I say. 
'No,' she says again. 
 
I don't know what to say next. I look at each kid in the class very carefully. Ben Fox has blue eyes. I was 
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sure that she loved him. 'This thing doesn't work,' I say to Boffin. 'I can't see one kid who doesn't have 
either blue eyes or brown eyes.' 
'We can,' says Boffin. They are all looking at me. 
I can feel my face turning red now. I wish I could sink through the floor but I get on with my last 
question. 'Is he an idiot?' I ask. 
Sandra is very embarrassed. 'Yes,' she says in a voice that is softer than a whisper. 'And he has green 
eyes.' 
© Paul Jennings 
 

1. Underline the correct answer. This passage is written in the:                            (1 mark) 

a) group voice 

b) the first person 

c) the second person 

 

2. Quote 2 adjectives used to describe Ben and Sandra.                                                   (2 marks) 

BEN:          (i) ________________________________ (ii)  ________________________________ 

SANDRA:  (iii) _______________________________        (iv) ________________________________ 

 

3. The persona uses the phrase “skin like silk” to describe Sandra.             (3 marks) 

(i) What figure of speech is used here? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) What quality/aspect is being compared? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

(iii) Quote another phrase / sentence from the passage that uses the same type of figure of speech. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Explain in your own words the sentence: “A red flush starts to crawl up her neck.”                  (1 mark) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Explain in your own words what the lie detector test truly uncovers.                                     (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Underline the correct answer. Who is the most embarrassed person at the end of the story? (1 mark) 

a) Sandra   b) Ben   c) the persona 

 

 

 



Page 8 of 8 
Form 4 Track 1 English Half – Yearly Exam 2015 / 2016 

Section E: Composition                            (25 marks) 

Choose one of the following and write a composition which is between 150 and 200 words. 

1. Write an e-mail to your cousin who lives in Australia. Tell him/her about a visit you just had 

from Aimee (a friend you made online who lives in London); it was her first time in Gozo. You 

can describe how you met at the airport, the places you visited and any other activities you did 

together. Remember to use proper e-mail format. 

 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

 

2. Write a biography of a famous actor/singer/writer. 

 

3. Write a story entitled “Read all about it – the shocking story” that will be published in the 

school magazine at the end of the scholastic year. 


